How To Use This Book

Few people will need to read every page of this book.

It might be a good idea to read these first: 

· Chapter 1 - 501(c)(3) - Are You Sure? page 3.

· When To Call A Professional, page 212. 

· If your group is small, and plans to stay small, the IRS may not require a 501(c)(3) application.  Take a look at "Application Not Required" in the Handbook, page 120.

· If your organization is affiliated with a state, regional or national organization, you may not need to prepare your own 501(c)(3) application.  Take a look at "Group Exemptions" in the Handbook, page 162.  

Most people will want to read at least these:

· Section I - Before You Fill Out Your Application, starting on page 2.

· All of Section II - Filling Out Your Application, starting on page 19.

· Chapter 21 - Submit A Complete Application, page 94.

Glance at the Table of Contents, page ii, and at the list of topics in the Handbook starting on page 110.  (More than a glossary, but less than an encyclopedia, the Handbook contains useful information that did not fit into the "Page by Page" discussion of Form 1023 itself.)  If a chapter or Handbook entry specifically covers your type of group, or a concern you have, read it.  Keep the book handy while you fill out Form 1023.  As questions come up, you can turn to the appropriate section of the ebook.  

Because this is an ebook, most page numbers are hyperlinks; if you click on them, you will go there.  Float your mouse pointer over a page number to see specific instructions for your computer.  Many web addresses (urls) are also hyperlinks; if you click on them while your computer is signed onto the Internet, you will go there.  For this edition of the book, I have added hyperlinks to most of the Revenue Rulings, CPE articles, Publications and similar items I mention.  (All links were working when this book was first published - keep in mind, however that broken Internet links are an unavoidable fact of life.)  No index or glossary for this book has been provided.  Use the built-in "find" function in the Edit menu above. 
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